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This webinar will examine the role of shame, especially in relation to the promises of intimacy pornography promises but never 
delivers. A healing community is one that enables brokenness to be openly discussed, so that it can be healed. We will explore 
some of the essential characteristics of a healing community, along with key principles to help people gain freedom from the 
damage of pornography.

John Vining has 
been involved in 
counseling for 
nearly 30 years. 
He is an ordained 
minister in the 
Church of God, 

Cleveland, Tennessee, and an adjunct Professor 
at Pentecostal Theological Seminary. He is the 
former Director of Family Ministries at the Church 
of God International Offices and is currently in 
private counseling practice. John has both a 
Master of Divinity degree and a Doctor of Ministry 
degree from Columbia Theological Seminary. 

John Comstock has 
served most of his 
ministry in support roles 
for the local church. 
While working for the 
Mapping Center for 
Evangelism and Church 

Growth, he helped churches utilize technology to build 
relationships. While working for the Billy Graham 
Evangelistic Association, he supported local churches 
in their evangelistic efforts. He has been working with 
the Global Ministry Center for thirteen years and 
coordinates the resources for DiscipleshipPlace.org.  
He is a graduate of Mid America Nazarene University. 
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We are wired for intimate connection. Intimacy requires a willingness to be known 
by others through our willingness to risk vulnerability. We will examine the 
biblical narrative that speaks to our need for relational connection.

Pornography sells us a lie that the intensity of sexualized images are the way 
toward intimacy. Shame motivates individuals toward pornographic consumption 
and it moves us toward hiding, withdrawal, attacking self, or attacking others. We 
will examine how shame becomes the barrier to intimacy.

Moving ahead requires the willingness to risk vulnerability in order to find 
healing. We will examine the characteristics of a healing community and some 
practical ways an individual can consider for healing the internalized shame that 
is shaping their life narrative.
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