
B   Bishop Joseph Tyson, Bishop 
Emeritus Carlos Sevilla, S.J., and 
Monsignor Robert Siler traveled 
to Rome in late April, joining 
other bishops from throughout 
the Pacific Northwest, Alaska and 
Montana for a time of sharing 
news of the U.S. dioceses and 
being updated on key Church 
issues. 
   The three were in Rome from 
April 22-28, where they met Pope 
Benedict XVI and the bishops 
attended confidential meetings in 
which they received briefings and 
each presented a short update on 
a topic of interest to the Catholic 
Church in the United States. A 
report on accomplishments and 
challenges in the Diocese of 
Yakima, in areas ranging from 
ministry to finances to 
parish statistics, was 
delivered to Vatican 
officials.
   This visit, known as 
“ad limina Apostolorum” 
– meaning “to the 
doorstep of the Apostles” 
– is customarily made 
every five years as a 
means to keep lines of 
communication and 
instruction open between 
the Vatican and the local 
dioceses. Bishops from other parts of 
the United States began this round of 
“ad limina” visits last fall.
   “One key reminder (from this 
experience) is that none of us walks 
alone on our journey of faith,” reflected 
Bishop Tyson. “Just as parishioners 
walk in communion with Christ through 
the spiritual friendship (priests) provide, 
so too are we all walking with the larger 
communion of local diocesan churches 
through the ministry of the Holy 

Father.”
   In other highlights of the ad limina trip, the 
bishops and priests concelebrated Mass at 
the North American College (seminary) and 
the four Major Basilicas in Rome, including 
St. John Lateran, which is actually Rome’s 
cathedral. They also met the American 
Ambassador to the Vatican, the Honorable 
Miguel Diaz, and his wife Marian, both 
theology professors from Minnesota.
   However, meeting Pope Benedict XVI 
remains perhaps the most striking memory of 
the trip.

   “It was an honor to meet the Holy 
Father,” said Monsignor Siler, who 
serves as Chancellor for the Yakima 
Diocese. “He was very friendly and 
engaging, very kind.”
   To meet the Pope and have their 
pictures taken with him, the two 
Yakima bishops and Monsignor 
Siler walked through ornate rooms 
of the Vatican decorated with 
beautiful artwork, he said. They 
finally came into the Pope’s library, 
dominated on one wall by a painting 
of the Risen Christ.  The Holy 
Father personally greeted each of 
the nine bishops, along with two 
priests and four seminarians, who 
were present.
   Bishop Tyson spoke with the Pope 
in his native German language. 
When it was his turn to greet the 
Pope, “I wished him many more 
years,” Monsignor Siler said.

Diocesan Leaders Meet Pope Benedict XVI During Visit to Rome
By Christine Corbett Conklin
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Above, center (from 
left) Monsignor Robert 
Siler, Bishop Joseph 
Tyson and Bishop 
Emeritus Carlos 
Sevilla met with Pope 
Benedict XVI. 
Left, St. Peter’s 
Basilica rose above 
the cityscape of Rome, 
as  seen from the 
window of Bishop 
Tyson’s room.

A May crowning at St. Paul School 
early in the month reminds us of the 

opportunity to pray for
Blessed Mother’s intercession 

throughout the year.
Photo courtesy of Baumgardner Imaging.
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  If you have been abused or victimized by a member of the Catholic clergy, please believe in 
the possibility for hope and help and healing. We encourage you to come forward and speak out.

  The Yakima Diocese has a sexual abuse hotline for those who wish to report some incident 
concerning that issue as regards a bishop, priest, deacon or diocesan employee or volunteer.   
(888) 276-4490
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A Message from Bishop Tyson… 

lay leaders who have made my first year 
such a welcoming experience.
   A second highlight certainly was 
meeting with our Holy Father Pope 
Benedict XVI this last month.  Like so 
many here in the Yakima Diocese, my 
family comes from German roots so I 
was happy to greet the Holy Father in 
my grandmother’s German tongue.  On a 
deeper level, our exchange with the Holy 
Father along with our shared celebrations 
of the Eucharist at the four major basilicas 
in Rome gave all of us bishops here in the 

Pacific Northwest a chance to renew and 
deepen our commitment to building up 
the communion of the Church and reflect 
on the meaning of being successors to the 
apostles in a global faith community of 
over one billion believers.
   Among other highlights I might 
mention are the home visits with 
generous parishioners across Central 
Washington.  During the year, I’ve had 
the opportunity to meet in the homes 
of parishioners, laying out some of the 
financial challenges still ahead to folks 
who have been consistently generous to 
their local parish as well as the Diocese 
of Yakima.  However, these conversations 
have focused – not on money – but on 
the shared mission we have to proclaim 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ to a new 
generation of believers.  What impresses 
me is the depth of commitment so many 
of you have to your parishes and the 
building up of the Body of Christ.
   My thanks to all of you for a grace-
filled first year and I do look forward with 
hope to many more years ahead.

With every best wish and blessing,

Sincerely in Christ,

Most Reverend Joseph J. Tyson 
Bishop of Yakima

DDear Friends,

  I am writing this on the run-up to my 
first anniversary as bishop of Yakima, and 
what a year it has been! 
   The chief highlight has been visiting 
nearly all of the 41 parishes and missions 
here in Central Washington.  I’ve had the 
chance to celebrate Eucharist in smaller 
communities such as Mansfield and 
Hartline as well as our larger parishes 
such as Holy Family in Yakima and St. 
Joseph in Kennewick.  I had the grace of 
consecrating a new altar at St. Rose of 
Lima in Ephrata and then stayed over to 
celebrate Eucharist in Spanish with the 
burgeoning Hispanic community there.  
The fervor and beauty of the Mass for 
the December 12 Guadalupe Feast at Our 
Lady of Guadalupe parish in Granger 
stays with me, as does the throng of 
worshipers at St. Joseph in Yakima for 
that same day’s early-morning Mass.  Our 
college students at Central Washington 
University not only organize a great 
Sunday night liturgy but have an active 
and vibrant outreach to their peers with 
a steady stream of weekday spiritual 
events.  Of course, having the opportunity 
to celebrate the Easter Triduum at St. Paul 
Cathedral as bishop was a great privilege 
as well.  I’ve just got a few parishes to go 
before completing all of my visits!  I am 
so grateful to so many of our priests and 

Bishop Joseph Tyson

A   After consultations with the Priest Personnel Board, Bishop Joseph Tyson has announced the following assignments for priests, 
effective on or about July 1:
   Father Roleto Amoy, who has been Parochial Vicar, Grandview and Mabton, will become Parochial Vicar, East Wenatchee, with 
continued Spanish-language studies.
   Father Brooks Beaulaurier, who has been Diocesan Director of Stewardship & Development, will become Pastor for Cle Elum 
and Roslyn.
   Father Michael Brzezowski, who will finish Canon Law studies in Spain this summer or early fall, will become Parochial Vicar, 
Holy Family Parish, Yakima, and work part-time in the Office of Canonical Concerns.
   Father Jacob Davis, who has been Parochial Vicar in East Wenatchee, will take 
on a summer ROTC chaplaincy at Joint Base Lewis-McChord and this fall, will be in 
residence at St. Paul Cathedral.
   Father Gary Desharnais, who has been Parochial Vicar, Holy Family Parish, will 
retire and remain in residence at Holy Family.
   Father Eleazar Díaz, who has been Parochial Vicar, St. Paul Cathedral, will continue 
in that position while furthering English-language studies.
   Father Mauricio Muñoz will become Parochial Vicar, Moses Lake and Warden (see
related item, page 4).
   Father Lawrence Reilly, who has been Pastor, Cle Elum and Roslyn, will retire, with 
regular pastoral work in Ellensburg.
   Father Tomás Vidal, who has been Parochial Vicar, Moses Lake and Warden, 
will become Parochial Vicar, Grandview and Mabton, and assist with the Magnificat 
program.

New Assignments Announced for Diocesan Priests
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Congress of Family Evangelization Draws Large Crowd

A   An estimated 4,000 to 4,500 people attended the 13th annual 
Hispanic Congress of Family Evangelization at the Yakima 
SunDome, April 27-29. 
   “More than ever this year, I noticed the family involvement, with 
people of all ages,” observed Elvia González, vice chancellor of 
the Diocese, who helped with event organization. “I think it was 
because of this year’s theme from Psalms 18:3: “The Lord is my 
rock and my fortress.”
   The annual Congress, which once was a Diocesan-sponsored 
gathering and now is run by a non-profit organization,  is designed 
to teach, educate and inspire Catholics in the Hispanic community 
by encouraging “better citizenship in our community and raising 
children to obey God’s laws,” González  said.
   People traveled from as far away as Mexico and several Western 
states to hear speakers including Father Teófilo Rodríguez of the 
Congregation of the Divine Mercy from the Diocese of Colon, 
Panama. Father Rodríguez spoke on topics ranging from the 
importance of the Holy Spirit and Blessed Mother in our lives to 
how Jesus Christ is our “rock and strength.” 
   Another speaker, and musician, Roberto Ramírez of the Community of Servants of Jesus Christ (CSCV) from the Diocese of 
Brooklyn, New York, told of the turnaround in his own life and spoke of the importance of self-forgiveness, and the need for parents 
to teach the faith well to their children.  Ramírez and his community have established 30 houses in nine countries, including four (in 
Miami, Orlando, San Diego and Brooklyn) in the United States.
   Local clergy also played a key role in the Congress, with Father Jose Herrera, associate pastor of St. Joseph Church, Yakima, 
giving the opening presentation on “The Lost Sheep” and Father Jaime Chacon, pastor of Blessed Sacrament Church, Grandview, 
serving as principal celebrant for the opening Mass. Area priests also assisted with Adoration and confessions.
   “The participants went away from each workshop with renewed enthusiasm for their daily life and work,” González said.  Meals 
served by volunteers from area Catholic parishes and musical programs rounded out the popular three-day event. 

TRIPLC006N8

People of all ages attended the spirited Congress of Family 
Evangelization at the Yakima SunDome.

Photo courtesy of Gustavo Rubin
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Diocesan Priests Celebrate Anniversaries
   This spring, we continue to celebrate numerous 
special anniversaries of ordination among our 
Diocesan priests.
   On April 22, there was a potluck social at 
St. Aloysius Parish, Toppenish, beginning the 
celebration of the 55th anniversary of ordination 
for Fathers John and Bill Shaw. (The two priests 
were ordained on June 1, 1957.) The occasion 
also marked the 85th birthday of Father John, who 
notes that he and Pope Benedict XVI were born 
just one day apart!  
   Father John has spent the past 10 years assisting 
at St. Aloysius, where the parish hall has just been 
named in his honor, and is moving to St. Mary 
Parish, White Swan, to assist Father Bill, who 
serves as pastor there.
   On May 13, Father Maury Peterson, who is 
retired and lives in Ellensburg, celebrated the 25th 
anniversary of his ordination to the priesthood.
   Father Richard House, who is pastor of St. John 
Parish in Naches, marked his 20th anniversary of 
ordination on May 22.
   On June 5, Father Argemiro Orozco, pastor of 
Holy Apostles Parish in East Wenatchee, will 
celebrate his 20th anniversary in the priesthood. 
   Congratulations and thank you to these dedicated 
priests who have served our Diocese so faithfully!

Diocese Welcomes New Priest
   Deacon Mauricio Muñoz was ordained to the 
priesthood May 25 in St. Paul Cathedral. 
   Father Muñoz is a native of Salamina, Caldas, 
Colombia, who served at St. Paul’s last summer 
before his final semester of studies at St. Patrick 
Seminary in Menlo Park, California. Since 
graduation from the seminary, he has been 
in residence at Blessed Sacrament Parish in 
Grandview. 
   Father Muñoz will be parochial vicar for Our 
Lady of Fatima Parish in Moses Lake and Queen 
of All Saints Parish in Warden.
   The clergy, religious and laity of the Diocese of 
Yakima welcome our new priest!

Deadline Nears for Pilgrimage Reservations
   The deadline is quickly approaching to reserve 
a place for the fall pilgrimage to Rome marking 
the canonization of Blessed Kateri Tekakwitha. 
Reservations are requested by June 30 for the nine-
day trip, which departs on October 18.
   Bishop Joseph Tyson will serve as spiritual 
director for the pilgrimage which will include 
attendance at the canonization Mass at St. Peter’s, 
a General Papal Audience with Pope Benedict 
XVI, tours of the four Major Basilicas in Rome and 
a day trip to Assisi, among other highlights.
   For more details, contact Dan Fortier at (509) 
972-3732 or visit www.GoCatholicTravel.com/
Tyson.

Gala to Benefit Children’s Programs
   There’s still time to purchase tickets for the 
Catholic Family & Child Service “Garden Gala” 
scheduled for June 16 in the Gathering Hall and 
patio of Holy Family Church, Yakima.
   The event, benefiting children’s programs, will 
feature dinner, a live auction and dancing to the 
music of “Gentlemen Wilde.”
   For ticket information, contact DeAnn Leita at 
(509) 965-7100. Reservations are requested by 
June 1.

Holy Rosary Parish: 
A Long History of ‘Kindred Spirits’
By Christine Corbett ConklinNEWS

f rom Around the Diocese T   Take a strong French Canadian 
heritage. Mix in a pastor from County 
Sligo, Ireland. Add a growing number 
of enthusiastic Hispanic families. The 
result is a group of “kindred spirits” 
known as Holy Rosary Parish in 
Moxee.
   “There’s always been a strong sense 
of community here. We’ve always 
been a small, rural parish,” observed 
Father John Murtagh, pastor of Holy 
Rosary since 2004. “The French 
heritage has been a major part of the 
life around here. Until the 1930s, all 
of the Baptismal records and other 
church records were in French.”
   Holy Rosary Parish, which now includes about 500 families, traces its roots to the mid-1800s 
when Catholic missionaries came to preach to Native American people and white settlers. In the 
1890s, many French Canadian families began coming to the area.
   On March 21, 1900, the first church of “Our Lady of the Holy Rosary” was dedicated. This 
early church was later moved 1-1/2 miles to city property. By 1915, the cornerstone was laid for 
Holy Rosary School and the Sisters of Providence soon arrived to teach. The school remained 
open until 1968, with fire destroying the building in 1974. In 1951, the new – and present – 
church was dedicated.
   After 35 years of service by the Oblates of Mary Immaculate, pastors in more recent years 
have included: Fathers John Shaw, Frederick Brenner, Francis Smith, (Msgr.) Edmond 
McGrath, William Gallagher, Thomas Lane, and now, John Murtagh.

   “We have been very blessed with our parish priests,” 
said Greg LaBree, mayor of Moxee and a lifelong 
member of the parish. “Father Murtagh is an easy person 
to communicate with, very outgoing. The (parishioners) 
are very personable, easy-going people who try to get to 
know new parishioners.” 
   Father Murtagh wears numerous hats, serving as 
pastor, answering the parish phone and even doing his 
own cooking and housekeeping. He has “several deacons 
in spirit,” as he calls a few helpful parishioners. St. Paul 
Cathedral sends a priest each week to say the Sunday 
Spanish Mass.                      
   Some of the more active parish groups at Holy Rosary 
include the Knights of Columbus, the Ladies of St. Anne 
and the Religious Education team, Father Murtagh said.
   Another special feature of the parish is the cemetery, 
which is over 100 years old, observed Barbara Riel, who 
has been a parishioner for 33 years, at one time heading 
Youth Ministry. (Riel’s husband, Mike, is a lifelong 
member and descendant of one of the founding families 
of the parish.) The three-acre cemetery site, “keeps your 
loved ones close to you, within a mile of the church,” she 
said. The cemetery’s history includes a colorful episode 

in which the water table rose, and parishioners stepped in to relocate some of the graves.
   The cemetery is just one of the drawing cards which keep many people coming back to visit 
Holy Rosary, noted Jim Normandeau, a parishioner for 20 years who served as parish secretary 
for numerous years and still manages the cemetery.
   “A lot of people who went to Holy Rosary School come back and visit the church,” he said. 
“We have visitors from the West side of the state, from back East. Some have family buried 
here. Some come for the (annual) Hop Festival.” 
   New traditions are being started and old traditions preserved within the Spanish community, 
too, observed Leticia Montes, a parishioner for 23 years and current Religious Education 
Director for the parish.
   “Our Hispanic community is teaching our youth their traditions and about their roots,” she 
said. These traditions include customs such as the Novena of the Virgin of Guadalupe.
   “We all work together in making one community here,” she said. “We have bilingual 
Confirmation and First Communion….” And, much like a family, the older members of the 
parish are “a really good resource” for the younger members, offering advice and history, she 
added.                 
   “Father Murtagh is a great leader, willing to work with both the Hispanic and the Anglo 
communities,” Montes concluded. “He’s involved and gives of his time. That’s important!” 

Holy Rosary Church in Moxee has a “strong sense of community.”

Father John Murtagh has served 
as pastor for eight years.


