
E   Ever since he was a small child, Father 
Mauricio Muñoz recalls feeling the 
presence of God. Some of his earliest 
memories – of the mountains, the 
foliage, the shapes of clouds in his native 
Colombia – manifested the beauty of 
God’s presence, he believes.
   Now, as the newest priest of the 
Diocese of Yakima, ordained May 25 at 
St. Paul Cathedral, Muñoz is enthusiastic 
to share his love of God and all he has 
learned in his religious studies with the 
people of Central Washington.
   “I think that my vocation has been 
there since I was born,” he reflected, in a 
conversation on the eve of his ordination. 
“I think that Jesus has always been very 
close to me, protecting me. All of the 
happiness I had, the peace, the love, the 
serenity in my family – this was God who 
was nourishing me.”
   An only child, Muñoz lived on a farm in 
Caldas, Colombia, until he was 12 years 
old. Then, moving with his Mother to the 
city of Pereira, Colombia, he continued 
to live an “almost perfect” life, never 
even encountering the dangers of the city 
which included the constant presence of 
illegal drugs, he said.

   “I had a very good Father in heaven 
who was always protecting me,” he 
observed. “My Mom always took me to 
Mass and I learned more of the message 
of God. The Christian values that had 
been put in me were growing inside my 
heart.”
   After three years in high school in 
Pereira, Muñoz decided that he wanted to 
enter the minor seminary.
   “This life on earth is short,” he observed. 
“I didn’t want to work for a human boss. 
I wanted to work for God, to serve the 
Creator and His people. I wanted to get 
closer to God, to know Him more.”
   After seven years in minor and 
major seminaries in Colombia, Muñoz 
completed his training at St. Patrick 
Seminary in Menlo Park, California.
   “Many friends of mine had come to the 
United States,” he said. “They invited me 
to come here and told me that there was a 
need for priests.”
   Father Jaime Chacón, whom he met in 
Colombia, Father Juan Flores and Bishop 
Emeritus Carlos Sevilla, S.J., were 
particularly instrumental in encouraging 
him to come to the Diocese of Yakima, he 
added.

   After assisting, over the summers, at 
St. Paul Cathedral, and in White Swan, 
Cashmere and Leavenworth, Muñoz 
was ordained a deacon in 2011. He has 
served at Blessed Sacrament Church in 
Grandview since that time, and now is 
to be parochial vicar in Moses Lake and 
Warden.
   “I want the people to be happy, learning 
about God,” he said. “Many people are 
confused, with many ideologies, addictions 
and other problems. The only way to live 
well is to follow God’s will. I want to 
dedicate my life to eternal life, to salvation.”
   Muñoz also encouraged young men 
who are considering entering the 
priesthood.
   “If you have a feeling in your heart 
that God has called you in a special way, 
you need to follow it,” he said. “As Jesus 
said, don’t be afraid. Being a priest, for 
me, is better than any profession because 
we’re working for God, it’s a vocation for 
eternity.” 
   The clergy, religious and laity of the 
Diocese of Yakima welcome Father 
Mauricio Muñoz and pray that he will 
have many blessed years in Central 
Washington!

Father Mauricio Muñoz: New Diocesan Priest Shares His Love of God
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(Above left) Father Mauricio Muñoz, with arms outstretched, recited part of the Eucharist Prayer during the ordination Mass, May 25. (Above right) During the ordination rite, Bishop 
Joseph Tyson anointed Father Mauricio’s palms with Sacred Chrism, one of the three sacramental oils used in church rituals. 
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  If you have been abused or victimized by a member of the Catholic clergy, please believe in 
the possibility for hope and help and healing. We encourage you to come forward and speak out.

  The Yakima Diocese has a sexual abuse hotline for those who wish to report some incident 
concerning that issue as regards a bishop, priest, deacon or diocesan employee or volunteer.   
(888) 276-4490

Central Washington Catholic
June 2012 · Volume 35 · Issue 6 

PUBLISHER
Most Rev. Joseph J. Tyson

 
MODERATOR

Monsignor Robert M. Siler

EDITOR
Christine Corbett Conklin

TRANSLATIONS
Indiana Blandón

The Central Washington Catholic (ISSN 0195-1831) is
published monthly by the Diocese of Yakima, 5301-A
Tieton Drive, Yakima, WA 98908-3493.

Submission schedule: Deadline for the submission of
material is at noon on the first day of the month of
publication.

Email: robert.siler@yakimadiocese.org

A Message from Bishop Tyson… 

constellation aligned with the call to 
priesthood.  In the article on our parish 
in Prosser, we read of parishioners who 
align their time, treasure and talent to the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ in their local area.  
In a certain sense, this is also how we can 
understand the articles on Catholic Family 
& Child Service as well as the Central 
Washington Catholic Foundation.  Working 
with at-risk children and families needing 
opportunities, our programs at Catholic 
Family & Child Service tend the garden 
of what God has planted, helping people 

become who God intends them to be.  The 
Central Washington Catholic Foundation is 
dedicated to ensuring that all children learn 
about Jesus, either in a Catholic school or 
in a Catholic faith formation program, so 
that they have the moral tools to respond to 
God’s gifts in their lives.
   As you read the current issue of the Central 
Washington Catholic, I hope you go away 
realizing that each of us finds our greatest 
happiness – not in becoming whoever we 
want to be – but in aligning our God-given 
gifts and talents to blossom into the person 
God has already created us to become.
   I know this to be true in my own life.  I 
never expected to become a bishop -- but 
seven years have already gone by!  After a 
year as bishop of Yakima, I can honestly say 
that when I am celebrating Eucharist with 
all of you alongside the priests and deacons, 
I feel that I am most myself.  I am grateful 
for the surprising and unexpected alignment 
of personal gifts, ecclesial call and human 
identity, all from God’s Holy Spirit.  
   As we watch the trees bloom and grow 
over these months of spring and summer, I 
hope you, too, will consider how the Holy 
Spirit is opening you up to become the 
person he called you to be.

With every best wish and blessing,

Sincerely in Christ,

Most Reverend Joseph J. Tyson 
Bishop of Yakima

DDear Friends,

   When I was pastor of three parishes with 
three schools, I spent about 30 hours each 
spring just in some kind of graduation 
event – either a graduation breakfast, a 
diploma-awarding ceremony, or a graduation 
Mass.  As a result I listened to many well-
intentioned graduation speakers.  Sometimes 
they were parents, sometimes coaches and 
sometimes they were prominent members 
of the civic community.  Invariably at some 
point of the week, I would hear the phrase 
directed to students, “You can be whoever 
you want to be!”
   I often wondered to myself, “Is this true?”  
Having reviewed grade reports, spent time in 
family conferences, and fielded complaints 
from parents in the form of car-pool, drive-
by feedback, I was acutely aware that not 
every student was destined to be a rocket 
scientist.  Living in a poorer and more run-
down section of Seattle, I also recalled the 
famous quip by the former mayor of New 
York City: “I’d rather live in a city without a 
mayor than a city without street sweepers.” 
   Taken together, the articles in this month’s 
Central Washington Catholic suggest a 
different vision, a vision of a God who has 
a different plan for each of us, a God who 
has planted in each of our lives a unique 
constellation of talents and abilities, gifts and 
capacities. 
   In the article on our newly ordained 
Father Mauricio Muñoz, his God-given 

Bishop Joseph Tyson

T   The Central Washington Catholic Foundation is focusing on Catholic education this year by awarding two scholarships for students to 
attend universities and establishing new scholarships for elementary and high school students. They also are hosting the first Celebration 
of Faith event to raise funds for Catholic education throughout Central Washington..
   Sarah Weedin, a University of Portland student and daughter of Greg and Connie Weedin of Yakima, is the winner of the Mary Ellen 
Chott-Mahre Scholarship. Suzet Teodoro, a graduating Davis High School student planning to attend Heritage University and daughter 
of Pedro and Elvia Teodoro, is the recipient of the John Rodriguez-Kranz Scholarship. 
   The new Angela Heine Memorial Fund has been established by her parents, Duane and Vicki Heine.  This fund will provide 
scholarships for students at St. Joseph/Marquette School and La Salle High School in Yakima.  Angela was an incredible young woman, 
dedicated to her Catholic Faith.  Tragically, she died as the result of  an automobile accident in 2011.  Angela attended St. Joseph/
Marquette School, graduated from Carroll High School, attended Gonzaga University and 
graduated from the Franciscan University of Stuebenville.  Her parents wish to help other 
children receive a Catholic education and invite others to contribute to this Fund.
   The Sister Rebecca Berghoff Foundation has started a fund at the Central Washington 
Catholic Foundation for scholarships to St. Joseph/Marquette School in Yakima.  As with 
all Funds held at the Foundation, anyone can add to this fund or donate directly to the 
Sister Rebecca Berghoff Foundation.
   In other news, the Celebration of Faith event will be held September 15 at the Yakima 
Convention Center.  This event will honor recipients of the 2012 Cardinal George 
Medallion and raise funds for Catholic education across Central Washington, including 
parish religious education programs and Catholic schools.  The keynote speaker will be 
Father Robert Spitzer, S.J., former president of Gonzaga University.  To reserve tickets, 
go to www.regonline.com/celebrationoffaith.

Foundation Announces Scholarship Winners, Other News
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Diocesan Priests Learning To Be “Good Leaders, Good Shepherds”

A   As priests go through their seminary 
training, they are schooled in many 
areas: theology, philosophy and 
liturgical practices, for example. 
However, nowhere is there a class 
entitled, “How To Run A Parish 
101,” which teaches the basics of 
administration.
   “Priests have never really been taught 
how to be leaders,” observed Very 
Rev. Michael Ibach, J.C.L., who serves 
as Judicial Vicar for the Diocese of 
Yakima.
   So, a few years back, when the 
Christian Leadership Institute in 
Pennsylvania introduced a “Good 
Leaders, Good Shepherds” program, it 
really caught on.  The program trains 
pastors and other clerical administrators 
in systematic and prayerful ways to lead 
and to get their “flocks” to participate 
in their endeavors and catch their vision 
for the future.
   The Diocese of Yakima is the first 
diocese in the Northwest to participate 
in the program, Ibach said. Over the 
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“Because your world is here.” ™

Soren Rottman, Bilingual Attorney
Celebrating 10 years of service to immigrants in the Yakima Valley.

Rottman Law Office
303 East D Street, Suite 3 · Yakima, WA 98901

Tel: 509-457-3313 · www.rottmanlaw.com
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• Deportation defense

• Appeals

past year, some 36 priests and our two 
bishops have attended quarterly training 
sessions in Richland. More sessions are 
scheduled in coming months.
   The gatherings help these “shepherds” 
to learn more about themselves and 
their own leadership styles, and how 
to set goals and effectively accomplish 
them together with others. Participants 
also benefit from hearing about the 
experiences of their fellow priests.
   “We’re sharing our insights – the 
things that worked for us, the things 
that caused frustration,” Ibach said. 
“We’re building camaraderie and deeper 
appreciation of who we are.”
   Ultimately, the goal is for participants 
to come away with techniques for more 
effectively managing the parishes or 
institutions of which they’re in charge – 
helping to form good leaders.
   Even after 38 years in the priesthood, 
receiving a master’s in Canon Law, 
pastoring the large Holy Family Parish, 
and heading the Office of Canonical 
Concerns, Ibach admits that he still 

doesn’t have all 
of the answers.
   “I’m still 
learning,” he 
said with a 
laugh. “There’s 
so much to 
learn.”
   The Diocese 
had hoped that at least 18 priests would take 
part in Good Leaders, Good Shepherds, 
noted Monsignor Robert Siler, chancellor 
of the Diocese.  The usual size of a group is 
24.  Having 36 priests and two bishops in the 
program is a blessing – and a big financial 
challenge, with an average cost of $10,000 
each.
   Priests pay 25 percent of the cost, their 
parishes another 25 per cent, and the 
Diocese covers the remaining cost, close 
to $200,000, Siler said. “At a time of tight 
budgets, it’s a struggle to pay for it, but we 
believe the return on our investment will be 
tremendous.”
   Donations to help pay for the program may 
be sent to the Finance Office of the Diocese, 
5301-A Tieton Drive, Yakima, WA , 98908.
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Father John Heneghan Dies in Ireland
   The Very Rev. John Francis Heneghan, 
86, a retired priest of the Diocese of 
Yakima, died June 5 in Louisburgh, 
County Mayo, Ireland. A funeral Mass 
was held June 8 in St. Patrick Church in 
Louisburgh.
   Father Heneghan was ordained in 
1955. During his many years of work 
in the Diocese of Yakima, he served in: 
Christ the King Parish in Richland; St. 
Henry’s Parish in Grand Coulee; St. Pius 
X Parish in Quincy; and Holy Trinity Parish in Goldendale. 
He also spend time in residence at St. Andrew’s Parish in 
Ellensburg; served as administrator of St. Patrick’s Parish 
(now Our Lady of Guadalupe) in Granger; and was pastor of 
St. Paul Cathedral in Yakima.
   In the midst of his parish service, Father Heneghan spent 
a year at the Catholic University of America, earning a 
licentiate degree in Canon Law. He was appointed Judicial 
Vicar of the Diocese and served in the Marriage Tribunal 
(now the Office of Canonical Concerns).
   In 1993, while serving as pastor of St. Andrew’s, Father 
Heneghan was invested as a Knight of the Equestrian 
Order of the Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem.  The next year, 
he retired and returned to his native Ireland.  He returned 
to Ellensburg in 2005 for the celebration of his 50th 
anniversary of ordination.
   “Even in retirement, Father John would do tribunal work 
for us here in the Diocese of Yakima,” noted Bishop Joseph 
Tyson. “Distance did not prevent him from taking an active 
part in our diocesan ministry.”
   Donations in Father Heneghan’s memory may be made to 
the Diocese of Yakima Priest Retirement and Health Fund, 
5301-A Tieton Drive, Yakima, WA 98908. 
   May he rest in peace.

Program Assists Young Children
   Many area children may benefit from the Catholic Family 
& Child Service “Medicaid Treatment Child Care” (MTCC) 
program.
   MTCC is an early intervention and prevention program 
administered by the Department of Early Learning. The 
Catholic Family & Child Service MTCC program serves 
children from one to five years old who are at risk of child 
abuse and neglect and may also be experiencing mental 
health and/or behavioral issues.  
   Services are provided by staff with expertise in mental 
health and early childhood education.  Children are 
transported to the program each day and provided a 
stimulating, safe environment to learn and grow.  
   The range of services includes strength-based assessment, 
diagnosis and comprehensive, age-appropriate child- and 
family-focused medically necessary treatments that teach 
pro-social skills and reinforce positive interactions.
   Once children are authorized to attend the program, 
MTCC providers assess and diagnose each child. A 
multidisciplinary team develops an Individual Treatment 
Plan.
   DSHS’ Economic Services Administration, Children’s 
Administration, and Public Health nurses refer children who 
are receiving Medicaid and are also at risk of abuse and/or 
neglect to MTCC. 
   For more information, contact  Christy Arenson at 
(509) 965-7100 or  carenson@ccyakima.org.

Bishop Dedicates Mabton Housing
   Bishop Joseph Tyson officiated at a dedication, blessing 
and ribbon-cutting celebration, June 8, for the newly 
completed New Life Homes in Mabton. This site includes 
a single-family housing development for 32 first-time 
homeowners and Mabton Community Park.
   Families, volunteers and other community members who 
worked together to make this Catholic Charities Housing 
Services (CCHS) project a reality were honored.
   CCHS will continue to organize volunteers and provide 
fundraising support and leadership to other construction 
projects. 

Sacred Heart Parish:
Working Together In A Spirit of Community
By Christine Corbett ConklinNEWS

f rom Around the Diocese A   Amid the rolling hills of Prosser, 
the community of Sacred Heart 
Catholic Church successfully “feeds 
itself” – both literally and figuratively 
– observes Father Osmar Aguirre, 
pastor.
   This agrarian setting, rich in wine 
grapes, apples, hops and blueberries, 
draws a vibrant mixture of farm 
workers and professionals including 
scientists, teachers and medical 
personnel, who work well together, 
capturing the true spirit of community 
and volunteerism, he said.
    From its vantage point on a hillside, 
with several other denominations’ churches located nearby, “Sacred Heart is definitely thriving, 
in a good position to defend our Faith and strongly grow within ourselves,” suggested J.R. 
Garza, who, with his wife, San Juanita, joined the parish in 1979. Both are Eucharistic Ministers 
and have also served in other capacities.
   In a city with just over 5,700 people, Sacred Heart has surprising statistics: about 750 parish 
families; more than 35 altar servers; and 40 to 50 receiving Confirmation, 62 catechists, 100 
First Communicants and more than 400 Religious Education students in a typical year.
   “The Latino community is increasing here, not just in numbers, but in the way they are being 
integrated,” Father Osmar said.   As the wine industry flourishes, there is also an influx of 

scientists for the Washington State University Irrigated 
Agriculture Research and Extension Center, plus 
doctors and nurses, teachers and lawyers to tend to the 
overall population.
   “The English population is well educated and 
that helps the parish,” he added. “It’s an intellectual 
community, including many teachers who have helped 
to solidify our Religious Education curriculum.”
   Roman Meza, a farm supervisor who has been a 
parishioner for about 25 years, noted that the presence 
of a second generation of Mexican-Americans has been 
a positive factor.
   “We are uniting more with the (English) community,” 
he said. “The language barrier has 
been overcome and both communities are pulling 

together, to benefit the church in Prosser.”
   Meza, who sings in the church choir and has also served as an instructor for Confirmation and 
pre-Baptism classes, and on the parish council, notes that, “The liturgy we have with Father 
Osmar is a strongpoint (of the parish).”
   Jodi (Barbara) Walker, a parishioner for 20 years, agrees.
   “Father Osmar has done some marvelous things here,” she said, noting that since he arrived 
as pastor in 2007, he has overseen everything from installation of new roofing to painting and 
landscaping, including a new garden and Sacred Heart statue.
   “He’s getting things done. He’s a go-getter,” she said. “He knows how to motivate people 
– whether in setting up our new, young people’s ministry or in fundraising.” Last year, Father 
Osmar began a ministry for Adult Formation. This year, there are plans for another new 
program: Piety Formation, including recitation of the Rosary and Liturgy of the Hours.
   It’s an impressive chapter in the history of Sacred Heart Parish, which traces its roots to 
a church on Sheridan Avenue, constructed in 1899, under the guidance of Father Edward 
Maria Griva, an Italian missionary.  The present church, on Highland Drive, opened in 1964. 
Former pastors included Fathers William Shaw, Francis Smith, (Msgr.) Desmond Dillon, John 
Marasciulo, Alberto Cerezo, John Tholen, Donal Kennedy, Francisco Hernandez and Michael 
Brzezowski.
   Today, some of the most active parish organizations include the Knights of Columbus, family 
ministry, Latino ministry which organizes the annual Diversity Fest in Prosser, parish council 
and religious education council.
   “I think the parish is special because of the passion and dedication of all of the people who 
volunteer for the different ministries,” observed Susan Brown, a member since 1973 who has 
served on the parish council, finance committee and taught religious education classes. 
   The pastor is a “facilitator” for these many groups, allowing them to use their expertise.  
   As a political refugee who escaped from El Salvador and came to the U.S. in the early 1980s, 
Father Osmar says it’s a real privilege to have the freedom to practice the Catholic Faith.
   “I remind people how blessed we are,” he said. “I want everybody to feel at home in this 
parish, intellectually and culturally. Our differences are regarded as blessings, not obstacles.”

Sacred Heart Catholic Church in Prosser welcomes all.

Father Osmar Aguirre celebrates Mass at 
Sacred Heart Church.

Father Heneghan


