


Key questions the homily 
should raise: 

In light of my sure and certain 
end, what gift will I make of my 
life today? 

Key message through the 
stewardship period: 

It does not matter how much or 
how little I give.  What matters is 
that I change my spending 
habits and my way of life so that 
I can become a better disciple of 
Jesus Christ. 

 

 

END OF THE LITURGICAL YEAR – END OF TIME 



Use the SHORT from of the Gospel: Mark 10:42-45 

– The greatest must be the least. 

“The first will be last and the last will be first.”  Is 

this not true in life?  Do not life’s greatest 

joys come – not from what we get – but from 

what we give? 

“Before he humbled himself, only the angels knew 

him.  After he humbled himself, all human 

nature knew him.  You see how his humbling 

of himself did not make him have less but 

produced countless benefits, countless 

deeds of virtue, and made his glory shine 

forth with greater brightness. God wants for 

nothing and has need of nothing.  Yet, when 

he humbled himself, he produced such great 

good, increased his household and extended 

his kingdom.” – St. John Chrysostom 

OCTOBER 17 AND 18 2015: ANNOUNCEMENT SUNDAY 



Mark 10:46-52 – The account of “blind” 
Bartimaeus son of Timaeus 

St. Augustine notes that rarely are TWO names 
given by the Lord in a healing.  Mark 
seems to be magnifying that this is a 
learned “Greek” and that the son has not 
only been blinded but fallen from 
privilege. The “Greek” surname also 
suggests that this is the healing of a 
“Gentile” and a foreigner.   

St. Augustine concludes his own homily on this 
passage with the following insight: “So let 
us follow him as our pattern: offering him 
for our ransom, receiving him as our 
eucharistic food and waiting for him as 
our endless and exceeding great reward.” 

 

OCTOBER 24TH AND 25TH 2015: EDUCATION SUNDAY 



OCTOBER 31ST AND NOVEMBER 1ST 2015: EDUCATION 

WEEKEND 

Matthew 5:1-21a – All Saints Feast preempts the regular Sunday cycle.  This Gospel 

from Matthew is the linchpin of the entire Gospel around which all the teachings 

of Jesus rotate.  It’s also the second strand in the third pillar of the Catechism of 

the Catholic Church.  Basic stewardship message: There is a wealth in poverty. 

Poverty brings happiness.  Giving brings joy.  If you give you will be happy.  If you 

don’t give you will be sad. 

Dominican Father Servais Pinckaers notes the following about this Gospel. “We need 

no teachers to tell us that good fortune and joy will make us happy.  But what we 

could never have discovered for ourselves is that poverty and suffering could be 

the most direct way to happiness and that Christ has chosen them as our way to 

the kingdom.  This is a paradox well worth proclaiming from the mountain tops.” 

 

 



NOVEMBER 7TH AND 8TH 2015: PLEDGE WEEKEND 

Use the SHORT from of the Gospel: Matthew 12:41-44 – “The Widow’s Mite.” 

St. Jerome notes the following: “The poor widow cast only two pennies into the 

treasury; yet because she gave all she had it is said of her that she surpassed all 

the rich in offering gifts to God.” 

Basic message: It does not matter how much or how little you give.  What matters is 

that you change your spending habits and your way of life to put Christ first.  For 

when you change your consumer habits you become a better disciple of Jesus.  

Stewardship is about more than paying the bills.  It’s about a way of living that 

puts the mission of Christ in the Diocese of Yakima first and thus becoming a 

faithful disciple of Jesus here in Central Washington. 



NOVEMBER 14TH AND 15TH 2015: FOLLOW UP SUNDAY 

Mark 13:41-44 – Description of the “End Times.” 

St. Augustine notes the following about this passage: “Adam after the fall has been 

scattered over the whole world.  But the mercy of God is gathering together the 

fragments from every side and is forging them together by the fire of love and 

making one what was pulverized.  That incomparable artist knew just how to do 

this.  So let no one despair.  This indeed is a great work of art.  But reflect upon 

who the great artist is.” 

Message: In light of our sure and certain end, what gift will we want to make today 

towards the larger mission of the church here in the Diocese of Yakima?  What 

legacy will we leave?  How will subsequent generations know about the faith we 

value so very much? 



NOVEMBER 21ST AND 22ND 2015: FOLLOW UP SUNDAY 

John 18:33b-37 – The Feast of Christ the King – An unusual kingdom 

Christ the King exposes a King whose throne is a cross and whose crown is of thorns.  The 

unusual way Christ exits the world mirrors the unusual way Christ enters the world.  

Advent prepares us for a king who comes – not as a mighty rule but as a vulnerable 

infant.  Christ comes – not with military might – but with a “strata” (Greek) or “army” of 

angels.  Christ comes at the time of the census – undocumented and needed to be 

“numbered.” Christ comes not in a palace but in a manger – from the French verb to 

eat – a feed box.  Christ comes not in Rome or Jerusalem but in Bethlehem – literally 

the place of the bread – the defeated royal city of David.  This is an unusual kingdom. 

This Feast of Christ the King pole vaults us into Advent. 

Message: We need everyone to participate and build up the unusual kingdom.  It does not 

matter how much or how little.  What matters is that we change our lives and our 

spending habits and make Christ our king preparing a place for him in this world 

through our shared ministry across the Diocese of Yakima. 


