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   After the sacred fire was lit on Holy Saturday 
evening, and before the dawning of Easter 
morning, many people throughout 
the Diocese of Yakima experienced a 
profound, life-changing experience. 
They had walked through the doors 
of their parish churches, on a special 
spiritual journey to grow closer to 
God.  Guided by the light of faith, 
they emerged as new members of the 
Catholic Church.
   “It’s such a miracle. I am so 
excited to participate in the Eucharist 
for the first time,” enthused Deanna 
Pemberton, 62, who said she grew 
up without any particular “church 
upbringing” and was about to walk 
down the aisle of Holy Family 
Church in Yakima.
   “I’m going to be baptized!”, said 
Eusevio Herrera, 7, with a shy smile, 
as he waited in the Holy Family 
chapel with several other members of 
his family who were also joining the 
Church.
   Pemberton and Herrera were among some 300 
individuals throughout the Diocese who came on 
Holy Saturday to be baptized, to make a profession 
of faith after having been part of another Christian 
church, or to complete their sacraments of 
initiation into the Catholic Faith at area churches.
   Sometimes, the process is as moving for their 
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) 
leaders as it is for the candidates themselves.
   “This literally gives me life,” observed Ree 
Kearns, pastoral assistant for adult faith formation 
in Holy Family Parish. “I tell people that I have the 
best job. It’s such a privilege to be able to witness 
the Spirit of God at work in their lives.”

   “Cradle Catholics” may not be familiar with 
all of the steps of “initiation” for those joining 

later on. There are four 
phases the candidates go through. First is the 
“precatechumenate” or “inquiry” stage that begins 
with an expression of interest in the Faith and 
includes weekly learning “sessions.” Next comes 
the “catechumenate” stage in which initiates 
make a public statement of their interest at Mass 
and learn more about the creed, sacraments, 
moral teachings and prayer of the Church. 
The third phase is the “period of purification 
and enlightenment” including a Lenten Rite of 
Election in which candidates are acknowledged 
by the Bishop and sign the Book of the Elect; 
spend more time for “interior reflection”; and 
attend Holy Week liturgies, culminating in Holy 

Saturday initiation. The fourth and final phase of 
“mystagogy” involves continuing reflection and 

gatherings.
   “I don’t think that the average Catholic in the 
pew realizes how long it takes and how much 
(the candidates) do to join the Church,” observed 
Deacon Ross Ronish, coordinator of the RCIA 
program for Christ the King Church in Richland. 
   Ronish said he was struck, on Holy Saturday, 
by the enthusiasm of these new Catholics.
   That evening, even after more than two hours 
of liturgy, “They just didn’t want to leave 

the church,” he said. And, as the 
months pass, this zeal may very well 
continue with many new members 
becoming involved as lectors, 
Eucharistic Ministers or in other 
ministries, he said.
   One member of this enthusiastic 
Christ the King group was Usa 
Sondag, 38, who grew up in the 
Buddhist faith.
   “The Easter vigil was just 
amazing,” she observed, several 
days after the event. “It means so 

much to me. Every time I think about it, I start to 
cry. I want (others) to experience what I’ve been 
through.” Her new Faith, she said, is “something I 
can count on.”
   Chance Younkin, 46, who was also part of the 
Christ the King RCIA group, agreed.
   “It was the most amazing experience,” he 
said. “When Father Champoux put his hands on 
my head (for Confirmation), I’ve never felt so 
sure about anything in my life other than maybe 
marrying my wife. I got chills, like the Holy Spirit 
was coming out of his hands.”
   Jim Abbruzzi, who was confirmed on Holy 
Saturday at St. Joseph Church, Wenatchee, had an 
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New Catholics were welcomed in Easter vigils at Holy Family 
Church (above) and Christ the King Church (right). At right,

Jennifer Rodriquez was confirmed by Father Tom Champoux.
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   On May 19 and 20, the Diocese of Yakima 
will conduct our Retired Priest and Seminarian 
Special Collection in all of the parishes across 
the Diocese. 
   This very important collection supports not 
only those priests who have served the Church 
here in Central Washington for so many years, 
but also those seminarians who presently 
study for ordination in their desire to serve the 
faithful.  

   The Diocese of Yakima this past year 
budgeted financial support for 17 retired priests 
and one retired bishop, at an average cost per 
person of $26,000, for a total of more than 
$460,000. Similar expenses are forecast for the 
coming year.  Of that amount, just $16,000 is 
the priest’s annual pension.  Other costs include 
medical expenses not covered by insurance, 
retreats, and travel expenses for Diocesan 
gatherings. 

   Six priests who are still serving full-time are 
ages 75 to 82, and are eligible to retire at any 
time. Another seven are ages 70 to 74, and are 
likely to retire over the next several years.
   Over and above the challenge of funding 
our immediate, annual retirement costs, the 
Diocese also faces the challenge of continuing 
to build our Priest Retirement and Health 
Trust, which is still short at least $3 million to 
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  If you have been abused or victimized by a member of the Catholic clergy, please believe in 
the possibility for hope and help and healing. We encourage you to come forward and speak out.

  The Yakima Diocese has a sexual abuse hotline for those who wish to report some incident 
concerning that issue as regards a bishop, priest, deacon or diocesan employee or volunteer.   
(888) 276-4490
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A Message from Bishop Tyson… 

Fall ‘Canonization Pilgrimage’ Planned

the fruit of their labor.
   Easter is also the day that young Jake 
Finkbonner returned to his home parish 
as a result of a miraculous cure through 
the intercessory prayers of Blessed Kateri 
Tekakwitha.  She will be declared a saint 

this October as the Church launches its 
“Year of Faith.”  She will be the first Native 
American from the United States and 
Canada to be canonized a saint.  I will be 
leading a pilgrimage to Rome to participate 
in this celebration. (See item on this page.)
   The anniversaries of Monsignor Auve, 
Father Byron and Father Surman during 
this Easter season speak to the fact that 
dedicated priests are key and essential in 
allowing our Church to encounter Christ 
through the Sacraments.  Our priests, those 
retired and those yet to come do require 
our support now – hence our article on the 
annual collection for retired priests and 
seminarians.
   It all adds up to the fact that Jesus is 
risen – bodily risen from the dead – and 
His resurrection marks for us a path for our 
own new and eternal life with Christ, too!  
Blessed Easter!

With every best wish and blessing,

Sincerely in Christ,

Most Reverend Joseph J. Tyson 
Bishop of Yakima
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Dear Friends,

  The memory of my first Triduum 
celebration here is still fresh in my mind and 
heart.  Monsignor Ecker, in his precision, 
led well-planned and beautiful liturgies at 
St. Paul Cathedral.  Jerry Kaminski, the 
choir director, coordinated splendid music 
in keeping with the liturgical season, with 
hauntingly beautiful a cappella music on 
Good Friday contrasted with bold, brass-
supported hymns at the Easter Vigil.
   Perhaps one of the most touching 
moments was my quick walk down to 
the local Mexican take-out restaurant.  In 
simple Spanish, a note was on the window 
saying they were closing Saturday evening 
to go to the Vigil at St. Joseph.  It turns out 
that their daughter had never been baptized 
and had completed a special adaptation of 
the RCIA for youth.
   In many ways, this issue is about that 
gift of Easter faith passed on to a new 
generation of believers, thanks to a host 
of catechetical volunteers across Central 
Washington.  I am grateful that this issue of 
the Central Washington Catholic showcases 

Bishop Joseph Tyson

   Bishop Joseph Tyson will serve as spiritual director of a fall pilgrimage to Rome, 
marking the canonization of Blessed Kateri Tekakwitha.
   The nine-day trip, which departs on October 18, will include attendance at the 
canonization Mass at St. Peter’s, a General Papal Audience with Pope Benedict XVI, 
tours of the four Major Basilicas in Rome, and a day trip to Assisi, among other 
highlights.
   For more information on the pilgrimage, contact Dan Fortier at (509) 972-3732 or 
visit www.GoCatholicTravel.com/Tyson.

T   The Diocese of Yakima website, at www.yakimadiocese.org, has a new look and is becoming 
more user-friendly, thanks to David Valdivia, Diocesan administrative assistant and new webmaster 
for the site.
   In keeping with Bishop Tyson’s desire to keep the site updated with current information for 
priests, Diocesan staff and the entire Catholic community, Valdivia has been working since last year 
on the new design and adding features such as scroll-down menus that are easier to read and access, 
he said. An internal search engine also has been added, to make it possible to type in key words on 
a topic of interest and find archived information.
   Next, Valdivia will implement a “flash menu” which will update every five seconds with the latest 
events, announcements, photos and graphics, he said.
   Currently enrolled in web design and software design classes at Yakima Valley Community 
College, Valdivia hopes to go on to receive a Bachelor’s degree in Information Technology from 
Central Washington University. He was married April 14 at St. Paul Cathedral – but sorry, you 
won’t get to see the wedding pictures on the website!
   To contact Valdivia with questions or Diocesan news, call (509) 965-7117 or email 
david.valdivia@yakimadiocese.org.

New Webmaster Updates Diocesan Site

David Valdivia
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800.927.2845 Yakima  l   Ellensburg  l   Sunnyside

Ready for some summer fun?  Accepting camp registrations 
online for day camp, mini-camp, general overnight camp and lots 

of new specialty camps including our popular paintball camp.  
Camp activities open to kids ages 6 - 17.  Visit us online at 

www.cyocamphoward.org  or call (503) 231-9484.

“Making great memories for kids”

106 W. Pine St Yakima, WA 98902    (509) 453-6581   www.triply.com
TRIPLC006N8

It’s Been A Very Good 50 Years!

T   Three priests of the Diocese of Yakima are celebrating their 50th anniversaries in the priesthood!
   “The years have gone fast,” observed Monsignor Perron Auve, recalling his ordination at St. Paul Cathedral on May 19, 
1962. “I’ve enjoyed all of the different kinds of work I’ve been in,” he added, citing time spent as a teacher and principal at 
Central Catholic and Carroll high schools; a teacher at St. Peter the 
Apostle Seminary and Mount Angel Seminary; and, since 2007, 
pastor of the Parish of the Holy Spirit in Kennewick.
   “I have gratitude to God for 50 years of a wonderful life,” Auve 
said.
   Father William Byron, pastor of Holy Trinity Catholic Church 
in Goldendale, was ordained on June 3, 1962 at St. Kierans Church 
in Kilkenny, Ireland.
   Among his many assignments through the years, he has been 
assistant pastor at St. Paul Cathedral, Yakima; Our Lady of Fatima 
Church, Moses Lake; and St. Joseph Church, Wenatchee. He was 
pastor and administrator of Queen of All Saints Church, Warden; 
and pastor of St. Henry Church, Grand Coulee, and St. John 
the Baptist Church, Cle Elum. After serving as administrator of 
Immaculate Conception Church, Roslyn, he went on to become 
pastor of St. Joseph Church, Waterville;  St. Francis Church, 
Chelan; St. Anne Church, Bridgeport; and Immaculate Conception Church, Roslyn.
   Father Byron has been pastor of Holy Trinity Church in Goldendale since 1999.
   Father  Darrel Surman is retired and has been living in New Zealand since the mid-1970s, serving there for many years as a 
chaplain and teacher-in-residence. 
   Ordained on May 20, 1962, at Christ the King Church in Richland, Father Surman was a teacher at Marquette and Carroll high 
schools and at the University of Asmara in Ethiopia in his earlier years as a priest.

Monsignor Perron Auve Father William Byron
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equally profound experience.
   “I was blown away by the whole night,” he said. “I really felt I was going home. The sense of family 
was so strong…”
   About 25 parishes throughout the Diocese participate in RCIA, explained Kay Shepard, faith formation 
coordinator for St. Joseph Parish in Wenatchee. 
Having 300 candidates join the Church this 
year is rather impressive, since there has been 
an average of about 117 candidates each year 
since 2005, when Shepard began keeping 
statistics for the Diocese. 
   “I would say that more and more people 
in their 20s, 30s and 40s are coming,” she 
observed.
   Some RCIA classes remain small, like 
Deacon Del Sherman’s one-person (English) 
class at St. Francis de Sales Church in Chelan.
   However, “you really get to know the 
candidate,” he observed. 
   Sherman said that leading RCIA instruction 
year after year deepens his own faith, and 
that he is able to relate to the struggles which 
candidates in his various classes have gone 
through because of some “rough times” in his 
own life, when he was away from the Church for about eight years.
   “I’ve learned that no matter what you’ve done in your life, no matter how far away you’ve gotten in 
your faith, we have a loving God who is forgiving and will accept you as you are,”  he said.
   Candidates in multiple parishes say that they found this same spirit of acceptance in RCIA.
   “I felt very welcome,” Younkin said.  “I found that many people had the same questions I had.”
   Laurine Dyer, who joined the Church on April 7 at the age of 93, just wishes she’d gone through this 
process much sooner.
   “I felt much joy and peace,” she said of her Holy Saturday initiation at Holy Family Church. “It was 
something I wanted to do for years. I waited and waited and put it off.”
   Dyer’s advice for others who are considering joining the Church?
   “I hope people don’t wait until they’re this old,” she remarked. “Do it now. Don’t put it off.”

meet our long-term needs (a recent sale of surplus property brought in $1 million to the fund. No 
more similar sales are foreseen, however).
   Additionally, the Diocese budgeted financial support for 12 seminarians at an annual average 
cost per student of about $33,500, for a total projected cost of $403,000. One of these men, Deacon 
Mauricio Muñoz, will be ordained a priest May 25.  
   Several young men are in the process of discerning whether to enter the seminary.  While the 
Diocese won’t know the number of men in formation for certain until this summer, costs are likely 
to be as much, if not more, than the past year.
   Again, over and above the challenge of funding these immediate, annual education-related costs, 
the Diocese also faces the challenge of building our Seminarian Education Trust, which at present 
has less than $1 million in funds, or about 10 percent of our goal.  
   Building up both of the Trusts will allow Annual Catholic Appeal and grant funds to be used for 
other important Diocesan programs.
   It is our sincere hope that parishioners will continue to be most generous in their support of these 
men who have served our Diocese for many years, as well as those who are preparing to serve in the 
future. 

Ordination Set for Transitional Deacon
   Two days before the first anniversary of his 
ordination as a deacon, the Rev. Mr. Mauricio 
Muñoz, a native of Salamina, Caldas, Colombia, 
will be ordained a priest at St. Paul Cathedral May 
25.  Muñoz served at St. Paul’s last summer before 
his final semester of studies at St. Patrick Seminary 
in Menlo Park, Calif.
   Since graduating from the seminary in December, 
Deacon Mauricio has been in residence at Blessed 
Sacrament Parish in Grandview, doing volunteer 
work in the parish. He also has helped with such 
programs as the Spanish-language Magnificat, 
for adult education, and the Quo Vadis Days, a 
vocational discernment camp for young men set 
for June.
   “I’m excited and happy, because after a long time 
of studying to be a priest (11 years), I am near my 
goal to serve the people and God in this special 
way,” he said. “I feel a big challenge also.  It’s a 
wonderful gift from God, but it demands a lot of 
responsibilities.”
   Muñoz’s parents, Dora Ospina and Efrén Muñoz, 
will be traveling from Columbia for the 7 p.m. 
ordination Mass.

‘Garden Gala’ Scheduled
   The eighth annual Festival of Flowers Garden 
Gala is scheduled for June 16 in the Gathering 
Hall of Holy Family Church, 5301 Tieton Drive, 
Yakima.
   The event will include a dinner, with “locally-
inspired menu” by Chef Brad Masset, auction, and 
music by Gentlemen Wild.
   Tickets are $60 per person, with proceeds 
benefiting children’s programs of Catholic Family 
& Child Service. Call (509) 965-7100 for more 
details.

Fundraiser Features Movie Theme
   “An Affair to Remember,” based upon the classic 
1957 film starring Cary Grant and Deborah Kerr, is 
the theme of the 25th anniversary Catholic Family 
& Child Services gala dinner and auction set for 
May 19 at the TRAC in Pasco.
   Tickets are $50 per person for this event, with 
proceeds benefiting the poor and vulnerable 
in the Tri-Cities community. For more 
information, call (509) 946-4645 or visit www.
affairtoremembergala.com .

Save The Date for ‘Celebration of Faith’
   “Celebration of Faith” will be the theme for 
the Cardinal George Medallion awards dinner 
scheduled for September 15 at the Yakima 
Convention Center.
   The event, presented by the Central Washington 
Catholic Foundation, will honor Medallion 
recipients for demonstrating a high level of the 
Catholic ideals of stewardship by giving of their 
time, talent and treasure, and will raise funds for 
Catholic education.
   Speakers will include Bishop Joseph Tyson 
and Father Robert Spitzer, S.J., a noted pro-
life advocate who serves as president of Magis 
Institute.
   For more information, call (509) 972-3732 or 
visit www.cwcatholicfoundation.org.

Candidates Step Forward continued from page 1

Special Collection continued from page 1
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Holly Mogan was baptized by Father Ricardo Villareal in the 
Easter vigil at St. Francis de Sales Church, Chelan.


