
T   The upcoming canonization of Blessed 
Kateri Tekakwitha has special meaning for 
a number of people within the Diocese of 
Yakima. They include a group of Native 
American women who have prayed for 
years for this moment to come – and our 
own Bishop Joseph Tyson who played a 
significant part in the actual canonization 
process.
   “We’ve always called her ‘saint,’” 
observed Yvonne Smith, one of about 10 
members of numerous Indian nations who 
belong to the Yakama Reservation Kateri 
Circle. The Circle, to which Smith has 
belonged for more than 10 years, and which 
has existed for 32 years, meets once each 
month. They have routinely included prayer 
for the canonization of the young woman 
known as “Lily of the Mohawks” who lived 
in the 1600s in what is now New York. 
   “She suffered mightily by not following 
the usual customs of her tribe,” Smith 
said. “We are inspired by her prayer life, 
her complete devotion to the will of God. 
To have someone of your same cultural 
background recognized by the Church is an 
incentive for us to realize that the one God 
is for everyone. Although it’s sometimes 
difficult to follow the path of Jesus and His 
Cross, it’s possible.”
   Indeed, Blessed Kateri (the name she 
took at baptism, in honor of St. Catherine 
of Sienna) led a life which can be an 
inspiration to all people, from all corners of 
the world, agreed Bishop Tyson.
   “A canonization is the Church’s seal of 
guarantee that this is a person (whose life 
and miracles) we have investigated and who 
can be uplifted as a spiritual friend who can 
walk with us,” he said. “It’s a beautiful way 
of reminding us that we’ve all been called 
to be part of the Communion of Saints.” 

   Bishop Tyson played a key role in 
the canonization process, serving as the 
President of the “Rogatory Board of 

Inquiry.” This is a group of three members 
and a notary, who were officially charged 
with investigating the dramatic 2006 

healing of Jake Finkbonner, a young 
Ferndale, Washington boy who was at 
the brink of death from a flesh-eating 
bacterium. Jake, who is half Lummi Indian, 
was miraculously cured of the illness which 
dramatically attacked his face after he 
suffered a cut on his lip. Family and friends 
prayed fervently to Kateri, who had been 
afflicted with smallpox and whose scars 
are said to have miraculously vanished at 
the time of her death. Coincidentally – or 
perhaps not – the bacterium which made the 
young boy sick is related to smallpox.
   “I have been working on this for five 
years,” Bishop Tyson said. “I asked the 
questions and collected testimony from 
doctors and other medical personnel, 
family and others. I’ve got 1,000 pages of 
material.”
   Although Bishop Tyson is not permitted 
to discuss the details of the testimony, he 
can say that “there were chilling moments” 
as the power of God shone through in the 
healing of this young boy.
   Kateri’s first miracle, officially recognized 
in 1943 when she was declared “Venerable” 
(a step to sainthood), encompassed events 
at her funeral including the disappearance 
of the scars on her face and the healing of 
everyone who was ill. Her tomb is now 
located near Montreal, Quebec.
   The canonization of Blessed Kateri will 
probably occur sometime this year, likely 
in Rome, Bishop Tyson said. She may be 
one of several saints canonized at that time. 
Bishop Tyson plans to be there, along with 
others from our Diocese.
   Blessed Kateri Tekakwitha now belongs 
to the ages. As she was once quoted as 
saying, “I am no longer my own. I have 
given myself entirely to Jesus Christ.”

Canonization of Blessed Kateri Tekakwitha Has Local Significance
By Christine Corbett Conklin
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Francis Cardinal George Medallion Awards Gala Scheduled for September

F   Father Robert Spitzer, noted author and 
former president of Gonzaga University, 
will be the keynote speaker at the Francis 
Cardinal George Medallion awards gala, Continued on page 2
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This statue of Blessed Kateri Tekakwitha is in the 
chapel of St. Paul Cathedral.

scheduled for September 15 at the Yakima 
Convention Center.
   Hosted by the Central Washington 
Catholic Foundation, the awards dinner, 

which is held every three years, will honor 
individuals from throughout the Diocese of 
Yakima who exemplify the Catholic ideals of 
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  If you have been abused or victimized by a member of the Catholic clergy, please believe in the 
possibility for hope and help and healing. We encourage you to come forward and speak out.

  The Yakima Diocese has a sexual abuse hotline for those who wish to report some incident concerning 
that issue as regards a bishop, priest, deacon or diocesan employee or volunteer.   (888) 276-4490
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A Message From Bishop Tyson… 
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Catholic Extension Visits the Valley

memory in this regard is the fact that my 
grandfather’s birthday was in April and, as 
such, sometimes landed during Lent.  He had 
the custom of giving up beer for Lent – a 
very penitential thing to do!  However, when 
we’d come to visit we’d often discover beer 
in the refrigerator.  “That’s Lenten beer,” 
he’d explain.  I thought Lenten beer was 
a ruse!  Although my grandfather worked 
hard as a union organizer of the Bakery 
and Confectionery Workers here in Central 
Washington, I silently suspected that that this 
“Lenten” beer might be some kind of German 
backsliding.  
   But when I went to “World Youth Day” in 
Cologne in 2005 and told our host family about 
this odd penitential practice, I quickly learned 

that – indeed – there is a Lenten beer!  It’s 
dark.  It’s a “dopplebock,” or double bock (a 
lager type of beer) using the scrapings of the 
bottom of the barrel.  It’s slightly gall after-
finish is meant to remind the beer drinker about 
Christ’s final bitter drink on the cross.  And 
because it’s dark, it has more minerals and 
vitamins than the brighter, lighter and clearer 
beers served in summer, making up for the 
nutrients lost due to fasting and abstaining 
from meat.
   Even the German “pretzel” was designed 
as a Lenten food.  The very word “pretzel” 
comes from the Germanized root from Latin 
for “arms” and is spelled as “bretzel.”  Spanish 
speakers may note the similarity to “brazo.”  
Indeed, the very shape of the “pretzel” is meant 
to depict arms folded in prayer.
   Looking at our rich cultural and culinary 
heritage as a Church we might want to look 
around at our daily lives this Lent and ask 
ourselves:  “How will I build a Lenten culture 
in my daily life this Lent?”  Can we see the 
literal Lent in the first sprouts of wheat in 
our fields, the first blossoms of growth in our 
orchards, the earlier rising of the sun on the 
hills?  As the days lengthen will we stretch out 
our hands and hearts towards God, growing 
in our belief of the Son who dies and rises, 
casting greater light in our times of darkness?   
“Repent and believe in the Gospel!”  Those 
words from St. Mark’s Gospel are my wish and 
prayer for you this Lent.

With every best wish and blessing,

Yours in Christ,

Most Reverend Joseph J. Tyson 
Bishop of Yakima

D

P

Dear Friends,

  Lent begins Wednesday, February 22, with 
Ash Wednesday.  The Church’s lectionary 
reading for the First Sunday of Lent from St. 
Mark’s Gospel ends with the very words oft-
used as ashes are smeared upon our foreheads:  
“Repent and believe in the Gospel” (Mark 
1:15). That growth in Gospel belief takes a 
variety of forms, reflected in the various words 
for “Lent” in our Church.
   In English, the word “Lent” stems from the 
old English verb “to lengthen” and the English 
– being in the cold far north of Europe – lived 
through light deprivation each winter.  Lent is 
a sign of relief because Lent always lands on 
the calendar just as the days lengthen and grow 
longer!  Perhaps it occurred to the faithful 
followers of Christ in the far north that the 
very disciplines of Lent with its prayer, fasting 
and almsgiving do the same: they stretch us to 
grow closer to Christ the Son of God, allowing 
more of His light to shine in our lives.
   In Spanish, the word “Lent” is rendered 
as “Cuaresma,” related to the Spanish word 
for “forty” – cuarenta – the very number of 
days Jesus spends in the desert.  Aligned with 
the “forty” years that Moses led his people 
through the desert and toward the Promised 
Land, “la Cuaresma” seems to suggest that 
we, too, might want to journey with Jesus into 
the desert, imitating his spiritual practices and 
making them our own.
   In German, the word used for “Lent” is 
“Fastzeit” and as you might suspect, looking 
at that German word, it emphasizes one of 
the three spiritual disciplines of Lent: fasting.  
Growing up in a family of German heritage, 
food and drink always played a big part in 
our family gatherings.  Perhaps my strongest 

Bishop Joseph Tyson

stewardship through generosity of time, talent and treasure.
   Medallion recipients are nominated by fellow parishioners and friends. Selection of award 
recipients is made by a committee of Foundation trustees who review each candidate’s active 
involvement within his or her parish, community and the Diocese. Nomination forms are 
available online at www.cwcatholicfoundation.org or by calling the Foundation at (509) 
972-3732.
The Medallion is named in honor of Cardinal George because of how, as the former 

Bishop of Yakima, he strongly advocated for stewardship in our Diocese, “not only in 
terms of money, but in truly helping others,” explained Jane Baldock, awards event 
chairperson and vice president of the Foundation board. “This is a great way to honor him 
and all of the people who have stepped up to follow his example.”

   Personnel from Catholic Extension, based in Chicago, Illinois, came to visit the Diocese of Yakima for the first time, December 12 to 14.
   Catholic Extension’s task is to strengthen the Church’s presence and mission in “under-resourced” communities in 86 United States 
dioceses. They play an essential role in the funding of ministries for our Diocese. Cardinal George, former Bishop of the Diocese of Yakima, 
serves as Chancellor of the Board for the organization. 
   The visitors, including several Spanish-speaking individuals, dropped in on parishes including St. Juan Diego in Cowiche (home parish of 
our seminarian, Eduardo Barragan) and St. Joseph’s in Sunnyside where they observed the celebration of the feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe. 
They also watched Reach (youth outreach ministry) team members interact with students at Christ the King School in Richland. Finally, in 
the midst of a Scripture study class, they observed and interviewed Reach team members at 
The Haven (a gathering place for college Catholic youth ministry, located adjacent to Yakima 
Valley Community College).
   Catholic Extension’s visit was designed to witness and clarify the growth of programs in our 
Diocese, including the fruits of their funding over the years, and also to assess our needs.
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A   At a time when young people need role 
models, perhaps more than ever before, 
Reach Youth Ministry is on the job in the 
Diocese of Yakima! Thanks to a pilot project 
coordinated through the efforts of Bishop 
Joseph Tyson and Catholic Extension, the 
Diocese now has its own Reach team of 
young adults dedicated exclusively to service 
within Central Washington.
   Founded in the Yakima Valley in the 1970s, 
as an outreach of the Holy Family Church 
youth group, Reach has logged countless 
hours of Bible studies, retreats and service 
projects through the years. What began 
through the guidance of Tim and Maralee 
Briffett of Yakima has grown to encompass 
several teams of single, Catholic  young 
adults between the ages of 18 and their 
mid-20s, who are solidly rooted in their faith 
and attracted to a full-time, one- to two-year 
mission of sharing the Gospel. While with 
Reach, members abstain from alcohol and 
dating.
   The central office for Reach moved from 
Yakima to Helena, Montana, in 2010. 
Currently, there are three teams of members: 
the one based in Yakima, living at The Haven 
(St. Paul Cathedral’s campus ministry house) 
across from Yakima Valley Community 
College; a team based in Missoula, serving 
the Missoula Deanery; and a third team 
which primarily serves the Northwest, but 
also travels to spots ranging from New 
Mexico, to Arizona, Nevada, California and 

Young Catholic Adults ‘On Fire about Their Faith’ Serve as Role Models 

Catholic Foundation
Central Washington

www.cwcatholicfoundation.org

Daniel C. Fortier
Executive Director

Phone: 509-972-3732

5301 Tieton Drive, Suite F · Yakima, WA 98908-3479

We invite you to join us in living our faith by investing in our 
Catholic community and the institutions that minister to us.

ABEYTA NELSON
I n j u r y  L a w

abeytanelson.com

800.927.2845 Yakima  l   Ellensburg  l   Sunnyside

Illinois.   
   “Young people are wired to look up 
to somebody,” observed Dan Bartleson, 
executive director of Reach Youth Ministry.
   “These young adults are willing, in a 
humble way, to be that somebody. They’re 
very relevant in their witness and very 
genuine in their commitment and their 

passion for Christ.”
   Bartleson has himself walked the Reach 
walk for many years, first serving as a team 
member, then a supervisor and, since 2007, 
what he calls “the custodian of the vision.” 
He says that it is “a great honor and a thrill” 
to head this group.
   “Reach gives to every team member an 
exposure to a consistent and very vibrant 
prayer life,” Bartleson said. In addition 
to attending daily Mass, and private and 

group prayer, these young adults see a “cross-
section of Catholicism” as they reach out to 
junior high and high school students, other 
adolescent groups and even younger students 
in kindergarten and the lower grades, and meet 
their parents and pastors in many parishes.
   The Yakima team’s typical weekly schedule 
might include a Tuesday evening Bible study 
for youth and young adults; activities with a 
Sunnyside youth group on Wednesday; a Spy 
Edge (middle school) youth group get-together 
on Thursday evening; Sunday evening Life 
Teen Mass; plus daily devotions and other 
service projects, retreats and gatherings, as 
scheduled. 
   “It’s one of the coolest experiences I’ve ever 
had,” said Nic Castoldi, 20 of Walla Walla, a 
co-coordinator of the Yakima team. “You’re 
around a lot of young Catholics who are on fire 
about their faith and sharing that with youth. 
It means a lot to me. It’s helped me to grow 
spiritually.”
   Castoldi said that he and perhaps one other 
team member are considering entering the 
seminary after their Reach stint is done.
   The Yakima team also includes co-
coordinator Mike Boucher, 19, of Polson, MT; 
Greg Fritz, 24, of Kansas City, KS; and Adam 
Busch, 21, of Grants Pass, OR.
   As the team was headed back to Yakima in 
mid-January, following a Christmas break, 
Castoldi enthused, “We’re really excited to get 
back and start working with the youth there 
again!”

Banquet room for 50 people.
Complete Bar.

3704 Fruitvale Blvd.,  Yakima, WA 98908 · (509) 453-4900

Business Hours:
Monday - Thursday: 11:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.
Friday - Saturday: 11:00 a.m. - 10:00 p.m.

Closed on Sundays

The Yakima-based Reach team includes, from left: Nic 
Castoldi, Greg Fritz, Adam Busch and Mike Boucher.
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W   When Father Mario A. Salazar 
was asked to become pastor of St. 
Pius X Parish in Quincy, he agreed 
to take on the job, “for one year 
only.” After that, he planned to 
retire.
   “People were so good to me 
that I’ve been here 14 years now,” 
observed the 78-year-old priest, 
whose schedule in ministering to 
some 750 families in a parish which 
stretches all the way to George 
could tire someone half his age. 
(By the way, his “secrets” to good 
health, he says, include having just one meal and a couple of snacks each day; taking cold, 
refreshing showers – a habit he picked up while living in Colombia and Italy where he did 
not have access to hot water; and getting to sleep by 10 p.m.)
   Father Salazar offers one Mass in English and one in Spanish both Saturday and Sunday. 
He offers four weekday Masses and officiates at a Quinceañera or a wedding “every Saturday 
after Easter until the end of November,” in addition to many other responsibilities. When he 
found time to talk by phone recently, he had just finished “the busiest month of the year,” 
complete with Christmas celebrations and a “wonderful” feast day of Our Lady of Guadalupe 

which drew several hundred people every 
evening of a novena and an even larger 
crowd for the feast day itself.
   Father Salazar’s strength and spirit are 
characteristic of a parish which has (literally) 
risen from the ashes. The first Mass in the 
area was offered outdoors in 1905 in Burke, 
a small town near George. St. Anthony’s 
Church, later constructed near here, burned 
to the ground after being struck by lightning 
in 1958. (St. Anthony’s was being used as a 
mission church at the time.) The first St. Pius 
X Church, in Quincy, was dedicated in 1958, 
and also nearly destroyed by fire in 1984. 

Miraculously, “Peace Chapel,” the sacristy and rectory were saved. The present St.Pius X 
Church was dedicated in 1986. 
   “Our parish rises to the occasion when there’s a need,” observed Kathy Konen, a 
parishioner since the 1980s. “It’s a generous parish.” Father Salazar sets an excellent 
Christian example for church members, she added.
   “If you give him a sweater, he’ll give it away,” she said. “If you give him money, he’ll give 
it to the poor.”
   The spirit of St. Pius X Parish has grown over the years to extend all the way to Colombia 
– Father Salazar’s birthplace. Parishioners have funded construction of 32 homes for the poor 
there, over the past 12 years. In addition, they donate each month to feed 45 poor Colombian 
families. Within the past six years, two groups from the parish have traveled to Colombia, to 
get a first-hand look at the fruits of their generosity.
   Among some of the most active parish groups and associations are the Cursillo Women, 
Knights of Columbus and a youth group.
   “It’s a close-knit parish,” observed Charlie Sepulveda, a parishioner since the 1960s. 
“Everybody is willing to jump in and help when someone is sick or dies.” Sepulveda himself 
is a member of the parish council and even helps with snow removal in the winter.
   Sometimes, it can become a little too close at Pius X, as in the Sunday Spanish Mass, where 
there is standing room only, and people are practically spilling out the doors, he said! 
   For many years, St. Pius X was known for its annual Mexican Fiesta and also its Day 
of Prayer at The Farm – an annual celebration including Mass, rosaries, speakers, a youth 
program and meals. The parish continues to have a monthly “Farmers’ Mass” at Escure 
Farms.
   “I’m always trying to think of something to keep the parish alive and vibrant, to keep 
people involved,” observed Patrick Escure who has been a parishioner for 56 years. “You’ve 
got to get involved. If you don’t live your faith, how will anyone else be brought into the 
Church, to know that Christ is here?”
   Escure cites St. Francis of Assisi’s admonition to, “Preach the Gospel at all times; when 
necessary use words.” It’s a lesson which the people of St. Pius X Parish have obviously 
taken to heart.

‘It’s About Life’ Conference Scheduled
for Kennewick
   Drs. Austen Ruse and Cathy Cleaver Ruse, 
noted advocates for the dignity of the family 
and human life, will be the keynote speakers 
for the seventh annual “It’s About Life” 
Conference, Saturday, February 25, at St. 
Joseph Parish in Kennewick.
   Dr. Austen Ruse heads the Catholic Family 
and Human Rights Institute, and has appeared 
in broadcast programs and been featured in 
newspapers, discussing Catholic and family 
issues. Dr. Cathy Cleaver Ruse for many 
years was a spokesperson on human life 
issues for the U.S. Conference of Catholic 
Bishops.
   The Kennewick event will be from 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. at Dillon Hall, 520 South Garfield. 
Tickets, which include lunch, are available 
for $20 for students and seniors and $25 for 
adults. It is requested that tickets be purchased 
before February 20. For more information, 
contact Ben St. Hilaire at (509) 308-2585 or 
visit www.itsaboutlife.info.

CFCS Programs Brought Christmas 
Cheer To Many  
   The Christmas season was a little warmer 
and a little brighter for many Benton and 
Franklin county residents, thanks to a variety 
of Catholic Family & Child Service (CFCS) 
programs and countless caring individuals, 
businesses and churches who stepped up to 
help.
   The Pasco Police Department joined with 
CFCS to help bring Christmas cheer to area 
children at the second annual Pasco Cops & 
Kids event in December.
   Each of 40 children nominated by CFCS 
received a $100 Walmart gift card to use 
in shopping for gifts for family members, 
accompanied by a helpful police officer. Each 
child also received a personal gift from Santa, 
plus a Christmas tree and complete holiday 
meal for the entire family.
   The Pasco Police Department organized 
the event and partnered with community 
organizations to receive donations.
   Other CFCS holiday programs included 
a Christmas Brigade Party at St. Patrick’s 
Parish in Pasco, where more than 700 young 
clients received a gift from Santa and enjoyed 
music and snacks with their family members 
and friends. 
   In addition, the CFCS Volunteer Chore 
Service program and Benton County Fire 
Protection District #4 firefighters collaborated 
for a successful Operation Candy Cane, 
helping to receive and distribute non-
perishable food to low-income elders and 
adults with disabilities.
   Including these programs, plus distribution 
of presents and gift cards for warm meals 
to elders, assistance to foster children and 
“adoption” of some 140 families who 
received gifts and meals, more than 1,500 
individuals benefited from the true spirit of 
Christmas giving.

The Spirit Lives On at St. Pius X Parish in Quincy 
By Christine Corbett ConklinNEWS

f rom Around the Diocese

The present St. Pius X Church in Quincy was dedicated in 1986.

Sunday’s Spanish Mass will again fill the 
church to capacity.


