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August 28, 2014  

Greetings in the Lord,  

The World Meeting of Families–Philadelphia, 2015 (WMOF) will take place September 22-27, 2015 in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, the City of Brotherly Love!  What better place to host an event whose theme is 
“Love is Our Mission: the Family Fully Alive”. Our entire community looks forward to welcoming you. 
 
The World Meeting begins with a four day Congress at the Pennsylvania Convention Center in Center City 
Philadelphia and concludes with a Papal Mass on the Benjamin Franklin Parkway.  The 2015 Congress 
expects to register between 10,000 and 15,000 attendees.  The anticipated Papal Mass, once officially 
confirmed, is expected to attract between 1 million and 2 million people.  
 
Through our communications with the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB), it is our 
understanding that accommodations for US Bishops are being handled directly through the USCCB. 
 
We also understand many Dioceses are considering a Pilgrimage to participate in the WMOF and the 
expected visit of Pope Francis.  The organizers of the WMOF have developed a comprehensive plan for 
lodging during the World Meeting that will provide accommodations at the most reasonable prices 
available.  Hotel rooms and room blocks will be available to individuals, groups, and pilgrimage and tour 
companies.  We are committed to working closely with all who wish to attend and will provide a wide 
variety of lodging options.  
 
The purpose of this letter is three-fold:  (1) to determine interest in attending this event; (2) provide 
information regarding hotel accommodations; and (3) to provide information on other travel related 
questions. 
 
Following is a guide which we hope assists with organizing a Pilgrimage to the WMOF. 
 
Theological-Pastoral Congress  

Dates:  Tuesday, September 22, 2015 – Friday, September 25, 2015 
 
Location: Pennsylvania Convention Center 
  1101 Arch Street 
  Philadelphia, PA  19107 
 
The Congress will consist of six general thematic sessions, followed by more targeted breakout sessions.  
Mass will be celebrated daily and the Sacrament of Reconciliation and Adoration will be available.  Many 
other activities are being planned for those who attend the Congress.  Visit www.WorldMeeting2015.org 
to learn more about these and other activities. 
 
A Youth Track is being developed for children ages 6 to 17 and professional Childcare (Day Care) will also 
be available (at a charge). 
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For budgeting purposes, Adult Registration for the Congress will be approximately $350 per person (ages 
18 and above) and $199 per person for children (ages 6 to 17).  This will be for all four days of the 
Congress and include some very helpful amenities.  Please follow our website for additional information 
on what is included. 

 
Registration for the Congress will be available beginning this fall through the WMOF website    

www.WorldMeeting2015.org 
 
If groups are traveling by Motor Coach, accommodations will be made available for parking. 
 
Papal Visit  

Dates: Friday, September 25, 2015 – Sunday, September 27, 2015 
 
Although official notification has not yet been received from the Holy See, the World Meeting of Families 
organizers are planning several events to celebrate the anticipated visit of Pope Francis. 
 
Activities related to the Papal Visit will be held in and around the City of Philadelphia.   
  
We anticipate the Papal Mass on Sunday, September 27 will be held on the Benjamin Franklin Parkway in 
Center City Philadelphia. 
 
We will share more information on the anticipated Papal Visit as it is made available to us. 

Once again, if groups are traveling by Motor Coach, accommodations will be made for parking. 
 
Hotel Accommodations   
 
Hotel accommodations will be accepted for individuals and groups.  
 
Individuals can make their reservations through the WMOF website beginning this fall.    
 
Groups of ten or more will be required to complete a Group Housing Request Form and submit it to the 
WMOF for review and processing.  A copy of the Group Booking Form, which contains reservation and 
cancellation policies, is included with this correspondence. 
 
Hotels are not requiring a minimum stay for the Congress portion of the WMOF (Monday evening 
September 21  – Thursday evening September 24) however, beginning with Friday evening September 25,  
for the Papal Visit, it is anticipated that there will be a two or three night minimum stay requirement.   
Suggested hotel stay patterns are: 
 
 Arrival: Monday, September 21  Departure:  Monday, September 28 
 Arrival: Monday, September 21  Departure:  Friday, September 25 (not staying for  
       Papal Visit) 
 Arrival: Friday, September 25    Departure:  Monday, September 28  
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All categories of hotels, from budget to luxury, are being contracted for this event with room rates for the 
Congress portion of the World Meeting ranging from $165.00 to $280.00 per night plus tax.   
 
Expect to pay at least double those rates for the Papal Visit. 
 
Reservations for the Papal Visit will not be accepted until the Vatican confirmation is received, however, 
after the official announcement, registered WMOF attendees will receive the first option to extend their 
reservation at their existing hotel. 
 
Alternate Accommodations  
 
The WMOF hopes that alternative accommodations throughout Philadelphia and the surrounding 
communities will be available to individuals and families traveling to the World Meeting of Families.    
 
We are working closely with HomeStay, a Dublin-based firm that provides accommodation choices 
through a “hosted travel experience,” to develop a list of Host Families who offer their homes in return for 
a rate/fee that is much less than traditional hotel stays.  More information on this option will be available 
on the website in coming months.  
 
Accommodations for Religious 
 
Outreach to all the Parishes in the Philadelphia Archdiocese has begun to determine availability of guest 
rooms in rectories and convents that may be available to interested clergy and men and women Religious.  
Once again, it is our understanding that the USCCB will coordinate housing for bishops.  
 
For your convenience (or that of your organizer), enclosed is the WMOF Group Booking form.  To receive 
priority processing, please have it completed and returned to Kathy Baumer, CMP, 
(kbaumer@worldmeeting2015.org) no later than September 19, 2014.   
 
If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact us at the WMOF offices and we will do 
everything possible to answer your questions. We look forward to welcoming you to the City of 
Philadelphia!  
 
Sincerely, 

     

Donna Crilley Farrell     Jack O’Brien 
Executive Director     Director of Event Services  
Enclosure 
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